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APPENDIX 5 - What is Peer on Peer Abuse?

All children are capable of abusing their peers. This can manifest itself in a whole
spectrum of behaviours including -

« Bullying including cyberbullying
+ Sexual violence and harassment
* Physical abuse
» Sexting
* Up skirting (now a criminal offence and has reporting requirements)
 Initiation /hazing type violence and rituals
Some useful definitions:
Sexual Harassment

This can be defined as ‘unwanted conduct of a sexual nature’ that can occur online
and offline. In the context of this guidance this means in the context of child on child
sexual harassment. Sexual harassment is likely to: violate a child’s dignity, and/or
make them feel intimidated, degraded or humiliated and/or create a hostile, offensive
or sexualised environment.

It can include

e Sexual comments, such as: telling sexual stories, making lewd comments,
making sexual remarks about clothes and appearance and calling someone
sexualised names;

e Sexual “jokes” or taunting;
Sexting

Sexting is when someone shares sexual, naked or semi-naked images or videos of
themselves or others or sends sexually explicit messages. They can be sent using
mobiles, tablets, smartphones, and laptops - any device that allows you to share media
and messages. This is also known as youth produced sexual imagery

Up skirting

This typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing without them knowing,
with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks to obtain sexual gratification, or
cause the victim humiliation, distress or alarm. It is now a criminal offence and may
constitute sexual harassment. Cases of ‘up skirting’ have a mandatory requirement
for being reported.



Sexual Violence

In this guidance this refers to sexual violence in the context of child on child sexual
violence. Children can and do abuse other children. Sexual violence covers a
spectrum of behaviour. It can refer to sexual offences under the Sexual Offences Act
2013. This includes: -

Rape: A person (A) commits an offence of rape if: he intentionally penetrates the
vagina, anus or mouth of another person (B) with his penis, B does not consent to the
penetration and A does not reasonably believe that B consents.

Assault by Penetration: A person (A) commits an offence if: s/he intentionally
penetrates the vagina or anus of another person (B) with a part of her/his body or
anything else, the penetration is sexual, B does not consent to the penetration and A
does not reasonably believe that B consents.

Sexual Assault: A person (A) commits an offence of sexual assault if: s/he
intentionally touches another person (B), the touching is sexual, B does not consent
to the touching and A does not reasonably believe that B consents.

Consent

Consent is about having the freedom and capacity to choose. Consent to sexual
activity may be given to one sort of sexual activity but not another, e.g.to vaginal but
not anal sex or penetration with conditions, such as wearing a condom. Consent can
be withdrawn at any time during sexual activity and each time activity occurs.
Someone consents to vaginal, anal or oral penetration only if s/he agrees by choice to
that penetration and has the freedom and capacity to make that choice.

It is important to know that: -
e A child under the age of 13 can never consent to any sexual activity;
e The age of consent is 16;

Sexual intercourse without consent is rape.



